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Botany at the A. A. A. S, 

By Arthur Hollick. 

Botany and botanists assumed an unusual prominence at the 
Washington meeting of the A. A. A. S. The address of the re- 
tiring President of the Association, Geo. L. Goodale, on " The 
Possibilities of Economic Botany " and that of Vice-President 
John M. Coulter, before Section F., on " The Future of System- 
atic Botany," were two of the salient events of the meeting. The 
subject of the complimentary lecture, tendered by the Associa- 
tion to the citizens of Washington, was " Illustrations of Heredi- 
ty in Plant Hybrids," by John M. Macfarlane, of Edinburgh. 
Sixteen of the forty-eight papers read before Section F. were 
upon botanical subjects. Ninety- seven members and associates 
registered as botanists. The Botanical Club of Washington, by 
reason of its souvenirs to the visiting botanists, is to be credited 
with having produced the handsomest and most enduring me- 
mentos of the occasion, and the Division of Forestry gave them 
a work which will serve as a guide in determining the trees and 
shrubs in the public grounds of Washington for a generation to 
come. Finally, the fact that the botanists appealed to the Asso- 
ciation for recognition in a separate section, in addition to the 
continuance of the Botanical Club, is evidence of their growing 
strength and argues well for the future. 

Proceedings of the Botanical Club of the A. A. A. S. 
Thursday, August 20th. 

Vice-President L. M. Underwood in the chair. 

The following was offered by B. E. Fernow, and on motion 
of J. C. Arthur was referred to Section F. for proper presentation 
to and with a request for action by the Association : 

Whereas, The arborescent flora of the United States excels in variety of useful 
plants any country of the earth under one government. 

Whereas, The District of Columbia and the capital of the nation are climatical- 
ly so situated that nearly all the species of the North, South, East and West may be 
grown there in the open, or with the minimum of protection. 

Whereas, The interest in arboriculture and forestry, although growing rapidly, 
requires an advancement of knowledge, and still more the fostering care of the Gov- 
ernment. 

Whereas, The capital is destined to become a center of learning and instruc- 
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tion for all classes of the people, and the accumulation of means of education and 
opportunities for increasing knowledge here is most desirable. 

Now, the American Association for the Advancement of Science respectfully 
submits to the Congress of the United States the propriety of creating an arboretum 
in or near the District of Columbia to be established under the direction of the De- 
partment of Agriculture, and asks that a sufficient appropriation be made for such 
establishment at once and further appropriations for its continuance. 

The following papers were read : Methods of Instruction in 
Vegetable Physiology, by J. C. Arthur, illustrated by apparatus 
used ; The Perfect Stage of Cercospora gossypina, by George F. 
Atkinson ; Notes on Egg Plant Diseases, by Byron D. Halsted ; 
Distribution of Some Fungi, by L. H. Pammel. 

B. E. Fernow, on behalf of the Forestry Division, U. S. Dept. 
Agric, presented catalogues of the trees and shrubs in the public 
grounds of the city, specially drepared for the visiting botanists.* 

Friday, August 21st. 

President Wm. M. Canby in the chair. 

On motion of J. N. Rose the president was authorized 
to appoint a committee to endeavor to secure a more favor- 
able ruling from the Post Office authorities in regard to mailing 
of herbarium specimens. 

The following papers were read : Preliminary Note on a Dis- 
ease of Currant Canes, by D. G. Fairchild ; Two New Destruc- 
tive Weeds ; Orobanche ramosa from the tobacco and hemp 
fields of Kentucky, and Salsola collina from the wheat fields of 

* Trees of Washington, D. C. — Geo. B. Sudworth and B. E. Fernow. (Pamph. pp. 
15, two maps ; compliments of the Forestry Division, U. S. Dept. Agric. .Washington, 
D.C., Aug., 1891.) This little volume was prepared by the authors and distributed to 
the visiting botanists as a souvenir of the occasion, and in order to assist them in deter- 
mining the trees and shrubs in the public grounds of the city. The volume is divided 
into two parts, the first being a complete list of all the trees and shrubsnative and intro- 
duced thus far determined throughout the city, arranged according to natural orders, 
and the second being lists of the species growing in the grounds of the Department of 
Agriculture, President's grounds and Lafayette Square. Maps accompany these latter 
on which each species or group of species is exactly located by number, correspond- 
ing to the number of the name in the catalogue, so that any one with this volume 
in hand may locate a tree or shrub, or group of them, in the above mentioned 
grounds, and readily ascertain the name. The number of species and varieties listed 
in the Department of Agriculture grounds is 253, aud in Lafayette Square and Pres- 
ident's grounds 106. The authors express the hope that the volume may assist to 
increase an interest in the idea of a National Arboretum, and they have certainly 
taken a very pleasing way to accomplish this result. A. H. 
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Dakota, by J. N. Rose ; Notes on a Root Gall Fungus, by Geo. 
F. Atkinson ; Notes on the Arrow Weeds and Jumping Beans of 
Mexico and Central America, by C. V. Riley. [Subsequently 
printed in full in Am. Garden, xii. 552-554]. 

Dr. E. F. Smith, on behalf of the Botanical Club of Washing- 
ton, presented bound volumes of photographs, representing char- 
acteristic objects and scenery in and around the city, prepared as 
souvenirs for the visiting botanists.* Dr. Smith also called at- 
tention to the series of mounted plants, prepared by members of 
the club for distribution, and invited all present to select such 
species as they desired. 

On motion of Arthur Hollick, the President appointed a 
committee, consisting of Messrs. Arthur Hollick, Thos. Meehan, 
and V. M. Spaulding, to prepare suitable resolutions in regard to 
the above, to be tendered to the Botanical Club of Washington, 
in behalf of the visiting botanists. 

Saturday, August 22d. 

President Wm. M. Canby in the chair. 

The President announced the appointment of Messrs. Thos. 
Meehan, J. M. Coulter, and Geo. Vasey, as the committee on 
mailing of herbarium specimens. 

The committee appointed to prepare resolutions on behalf of 
the visiting botanists, to the Botanical Club of Washington, pre- 
pared the following, which were adopted : 

Whereas, The members of the Botanical Club of the A. A. A. S. present at the 
Washington Meeting, Aug., 180,1, having received, at the hands of the Botanical 
Club of Washington, a cordial welcome, generous treatment and handsome souvenirs 
of their visit. 

Resolved, That the thanks of the Botanical Club of the A. A. A. S. be, and is 
hereby tendered to the Botanical Club of Washington, for their thoughtful acts of 
kindness, which have contributed materially to the enjoyment of the meeting, and 
will be matters for pleasant recollection in the future. 

* Souvenir of the Washington Botanical Club. A. A. A. S., 1891. 

This is a handsomely bound volume consisting of twenty-four photographs, 
representing characteristic objects and scenery in and aroundWashington. It was pre- 
pared by the members of the Botanical Club of Washington, and distributed to the 
visiting botanists as a souvenir of the occasion. The pictures are not only artistic, 
but are far above the average in finish, and the cover is a work of art. The volume 
is an ornament to any library, and will always be a pleasant reminder of the occasion 
that called it into existence. A. H. 
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L. F. Ward offered the following : 

Resolved, That the sense of this club be that a Section of Botany be formed in 
the American Association for the Advancement of Science, and that the attention of 
the Council of the Association be called to the matter through the proper channel. 

On motion the resolution was adopted, and Messrs. L. F. 
Ward, W. J. Beal, and J. M. Coulter were appointed a commit- 
tee to carry it into effect. 

F. L. Scribner, on behalf of the committee on nomina- 
tions presented the following ticket for the next meeting, which 
was unanimously elected : President, V. M. Spaulding ; Vice- 
President, Stanley Coulter ; Secretary, D. G. Fairchild. 

The following papers were read : (a) Changes in the Flora 
of Franklin Co., Ohio, During the Past Fifty Years; (b) Notes 
on Plants introduced at Sellsville, near Columbus, Ohio, by W. 
R. Lazenby ; Notes on Some Curious Fungi, by Miss E. A. 
Southworth, illustrated by a large specimen of Polyporus officin- 
alis ; Notes on Baryeidamia parasitica, by Mrs. K. B. Claypole ; 
Method of Collecting and Preserving Myxomycetes, by O. F. 
Cook ; A New Insect Destructive to Herbaria, the larva of a 
noctuid moth, resembling a small " measuring worm," of which 
specimens were shown, by L. H. Dewey ; New or Little Known 
Plants of Alabama, by Chas. Mohr, in which Clematis Addisoni, 
Quercus heterophylla and a new Heliantlms were mentioned. 

Adjournment. 

Botanical Papers Read Before Sec. F. 

Another Chapter in the History of the Venus' Fly Trap, by 
J. W. Macfarlane. 

On the Prothallium and Embryo of Osmunda Claytoniana 
and 0. cinnamomea, by Douglas H. Campbell. 

A New Ncctria, by Byron D. Halsted. 

The Compositae Collected by Dr. Edward Palmer in Colima, 
by J. N. Rose. (Read by title only). 

The Flora of Carmen Island, by J. N. Rose. 

Notes Upon Bacteria of Cucurbits, by Byron D. Halsted. 

Transpiration, or the Loss of Water in Plants, by C. E. 
Bessey and A. F. Woods. 

Movement of Fluids in Plants, by W. J. Beal. 

Absorbtion of Fluids by Plants, by L. H. Parnmel. 
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Pal/eobotanical Papers Read Before Sec. E. 

On Problematic Organisms and the Preservation of Algae as 
Fossils, by Jos. F. James, in which the claim is made that the 
majority of so-called fossil algae or fucoids, " are referable to 
tracks, trails or inorganic causes." 

Principles and Methods of Geologic Correlation by Means of 
Fossil Plants, by Lester F. Ward, in which a strong case was 
made for the importance of paleobotany in assisting to determine 
geological horizons. 

The Plant-Bearing Deposits of the American Trias, by Lester 
F. Ward. (Read by title). 

Index to Recent Literature Relating to American Botany. 

Abnormal Phyllotactic Conditions as Shown by the Leaves or 

Flowers of Certain Plants. Aug. F. Foerste. (Bot. Gaz. 

xvi. 159-166, pi. xiv). 

This is one of the author's characteristic painstaking contribu- 
tions. Notes on abnormal phyllotaxy are here given for 
Sanguinaria Canadensis, Trillium sessile, Jeffersonia diphylla, 
Rhamnus lanceolatus, and Fraxinus sp. 
Alnus maritima. (Gard. and For. iv. 268, 269, f. 47). 
A?iatomy of Ipomcea versicolor, Meissn. — On Some Points in the. 

D. H. Scott. (Ann. Bot. v. 174-179. pi. xii., xiii). 
Anthracnose of Cotton. Geo. F. Atkinson. (Journ. Mycol. vi. 

173-178, pi. xvii., xviii). 

Illustrated description of a new fungus, Colletotrichum 
Gossypii, South. 

Arbutus Arizonica. (Gard. and For. iv. 317, f. 54). 
Are Plums and Cherries of One Genus ? E. L. Greene. (Gard. 

and For. iv. 250). 

A discussion of the generic status of Primus and Cerasus 
with incidental reference to Pyrus and Malus. 
Aphelandra Blanchetiana. (Bot. Mag. t. 7179). 
Bermuda in May. (Gard. and For. iv. 262, 263). 
Bermuda Juniper — The. (Gard. and For. iv. 289, 290, f. 51, 

52). 

Illustrated description of Juniperus Bermudiana. 



